
 
 
 

 
Do’s and Don’ts for  

The Effective use of Whole Class Novels and other Full Length Works 
Do… Don’t… 

 
1.  Require all students to read one or two 
common full length works throughout the 
year to establish common text to reflect 
upon when teaching skills. 
 
2.  Use selected common novels or plays 
during the bundles for which the primary 
focus is on literary text/fiction TEKS   
 
 
3.  Give students frequent opportunities to 
self-select titles to read to fulfill the 
requirements of the course. 
 
4.  Provide graded practice and assessment 
opportunities for comprehension/literary 
analysis skills (TEKS) applied to self 
selected titles (book club or independent). 
 
5.  Play carefully selected clips from 
audio/video versions of novels and plays 
while you are reading them to illustrate 
concepts or skills. 
 
6.  Provide available audio versions of full 
length selections for students who need the 
comprehension support. 
 
7.  Provide a variety of methods for 
completion of sections within a single 
work:  Read aloud, silent or whisper 
reading, choral reading, reader’s theater, 
Paired or small group reading, read for 
homework, etc. 
 

 
1.  Require all students to be reading a 
common title for each bundle throughout 
the year. 
 
 
2. Require common full-length novels or 
plays during bundles which focus on 
research or non-narrative nonfiction TEKS 
(e.g. persuasive, expository). 
 
3.  Prescribe all of the titles which your 
students will be required to read throughout 
the year. 
 
4.  Provide graded practice and assessment 
opportunities only for reading 
comprehension/literary analysis skills 
(TEKS) applied to whole class novels. 
 
5.  Show the entire movie version of a play 
or novel over 2 or 3 days after you finish 
reading it.  Administrative Regulation EF* 
 
 
6.  Play the entire audio version of a full-
length work and have the whole class listen 
and follow along. 
 
7.  Read an entire novel or play aloud with 
students doing cold “popcorn” reading. 
 

  
* Full-length feature movies are not to be used in the classroom.  Instead, in the interest 
of quality instructional time, short film clips that are directly connected to the written 
learning objective should be utilized.   
 
http://intranet.pflugervilleisd.net/Administrative_Regulations/E/EF.pdf 
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